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December 19, 2021

Congratulations Students,

The successful completion of a college credential is an amazing accomplishment. Your remarkable 
persistence in overcoming the challenges placed in your way throughout your college career is 
inspiring. Nothing derailed your determination! We are proud of you. 

You now join a distinguished group of Kalamazoo Valley Community College alumni, ready for the 
next exciting chapter of your life. If your accomplishments are any indication, you are well poised 
for continued success.

Your association with the college does not need to end now. Stay in touch, through 
involvement with the Alumni Plus group, visits to the Kalamazoo Valley Museum and Center 
for New Media art shows and other college life-long learning opportunities. Please continue 
to be an advocate for the college and recommend Kalamazoo Valley to your family members 
and friends.

Congratulations, we wish you much continued success!

Sincerely,

L. Marshall Washington, Ph.D.
President



Lucinda M. Stinson, Chairperson
Dawn M. DeLuca, Vice Chairperson
Susan L. Miller, Secretary
Mary T. Gustas, Treasurer

Jeffrey W. Patton, Trustee
Patrick A. Farmer, Trustee
Julia C. Buck, Trustee
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*  Denotes with Honors



*  Denotes with Honors

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE

*	Aiden Christopher Aldrige
	 Christian Paul Alexander
*	Delora Michelle Andrus
	 Carson Marie Atchu
	 Joseph Phillip Batson
	 Elizabethann Joy Bethard
*	Maci Catherine Biesiada
	 Kristin Blanchard
*	Keirstin Bodfish
	 Brigiette Nicole Bogedain
	 Mitchell Boles
	 Jayquayla Shirlay Booker-Parks
	 Amber Lee Booth
*	Mary Ellen Borkholder
	 Lauran Brazier
	 Nicole Marie Brookens
	 Mallory Michaela Bryant
	 Alexander Jacob Bullard-Marshall
	 Emma Darlene Burdett
	 Kaleigh Brianne Burnett
*	Nathan Owen Cain
	 Tanner James Callahan
*	Amy Elizabeth Chadwick
	 Kennique Chaney
*	Darren Joseph Connelly
	 Patrick Todd Couch
	 Erika Eileen Marie Craig
*	Hannah Catherine Crosby
*	Anna Grace Cupp
	 Gabriel Tyreece Daniel
*	Skyler Edward Dare
*	Trevor James DeYoung
	 Shannon Marie Dean-Amburgey
*	Acacia Ray Delarosa
	 Jakob Allan Dirksen
	 Madison Elizabeth Doest
	 Zelena Farideh Edwards
	 Carter Mason Elzinga
	 Skyla K Emery
	 Andy Lee Engler
*	Tristin Lee Eustice
*	Ian Fernhout
	 Ashley Suzanne Fessler
	 Troy Lewis Fillenworth
	 Tyler Ryan Fitzpatrick
*	Sharmane Alea Flanders
	 Erica Freeman
*	Todd Matthew Gangloff
*	Michelle Lynn Geer

	 Josh Michael Gieszer
*	Leyna Janae Glenn
*	Mikayla Ann Graham
	 Megan Hancox
*	Malena Meg Hemenway
	 Viola Carol-Lynn Hernandez-Sanchez
	 Patrick Jay Hershberger
*	Kierra Hill
	 Landon Holdridge
*	Angel Marie Hopkins
	 Madison Dyan-Marie Hopkins
*	Melissa Ann Huizinga
	 Nicklaus Hayden Jasiak
	 Dante Jean
	 Elizabeth Fae Ann Johnson
	 Janine Jones
*	Alise Irene Kahila
	 Jillian Grace Kalhorn
*	Melanie Rose Kelley
	 Rosa S Kelly
	 Jackson Aloysius Kinney
*	Nicholas Cody Klaiber
*	Jenna Lynn Kochanski
	 Zachary Koehne
	 Lorraine Kopa
	 Dakotah Lillian Kwasniewski
	 Brooke Jean LaRue
	 Sara Ann Lane
*	Parker Lawrence
*	Mackenzie Rae Lesterhouse
	 Imani Elan Lewis
*	Natasha Rose Lindsay
	 Ashley Ranae Lint
	 Jenifer Lynn Maas
	 Douglas Allen Mackenzie
*	Sydney Elisabeth Mancino
	 Jacob Alan Martin
	 David Joseph McDonald
	 Jodie Lynn McLean
	 Tyler DeShawn Merriam
	 Hana Nichole Mitchell
*	Clara E Nieuwenhuis
*	Anna Joy Ohland
	 Matt Johan Olieman
	 Charlotte N Olmstead
*	Iris Osegueda
	 Bryan Esteban Paez
	 Megan Kaylee Papesh
	 Hemangiben S Patel

	 Rowan Patterson
	 Isabelle R Penn
	 Breana Renee Pitts
	 Daloma Louise Poe
*	Benjamin Charles Powers
*	Amber Puckett
	 Deidre Marie Pylar
*	Matthew Lee Ray
	 Brittany Latriece Reed
*	Ryan David Remington
*	Emma Sophia Ridenour
	 Bailey Rodewald
*	Kelly Arthur Rogers
	 Alejandro Rosendo Salazar
	 Garrett Andrew Sander
	 Dontwan Alan Sanders
*	Robert Allen Schmidt
*	Derk Seabold
	 Taylor Marie Serio
*	Maxwell Alexander Sherman
	 Brett Matthew Sikorski
	 Rajdeep Singh
*	Megan Mae Smith
*	Anthony Lawrence Spratto
*	Jessica Lynn Sutter
*	Brian Keith Sykes
	 Nicholas Andrew Thieleke
*	Ross Winston Thorpe
	 Terry Lee Van Avery
	 Trystan Nicholas Van Bruggen
*	Elise Joanne VanSparrentak
	 Jordan Raul Vargas
*	Audrey Marie Vella
	 Tawnee Karin Walker
	 Sarah M Wallace
*	Brandilee Anne Welcher
	 Destiny Nyaai Wells
	 Chestity Tennille West
	 Nicole Lynn West
*	Nickolas Wilga
	 JaMeelah Roshay Latriece Williams
	 Travis James Witkins
	 Mary Grace Wood
	 Brandon Bryce Worden
	 Connor O Yeager

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS

DECEMBER 2021 CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES

	 Antonia Beverly Aleman
	 Christina Rose Allen
*	Christine Alves
	 Quinton Scott Anderson
*	Tyler Berkey
*	Jennifer Allison Bertolina
	 Brandi Mae Brassard

*	Jacob Brian Buchmann
*	Garrett Buglione
	 Shemisha Kelolo Burnett
	 Dalvin Dajour Campbell
*	Robert J Carlton
	 Kierstin Deanne Carpenter
	 Nicole Coryn Castro

*	Jeannie Colley
*	Amanda Catherine Culbert
*	Grace Anne Cummings
	 Hannah Mary Cunningham
*	Abigail L Deal
*	Catherine Grace Drabicki
*	Emily Nicole Drum



DECEMBER 2021 CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE
*	Autumn L Bippus
*	Evan Randall Burgess
	 Ciera Renee Burton
*	Autumn Justair Fitzsimmons
	 Braxton Noah French
*	Andres Shadai Gomez-Sarmiento
	 Betty Guadalupe Hockett

	 Richard Jeffrey Johnson
*	Kayla Renee Julien
	 Timothy James Kurtz
*	Jose Luis Marin-Hernandez
*	Alexander James Mason
	 Lance C Matteson
	 Jared Alexander Newland

	 Jacob Isaiah O Brien
	 Kurtis Ronald Oman
*	Matthew Schaney
	 Jonah Sellick
	 Jenessa Na’Shae Sok
*	Trenton Xaviar VanderBor
	 Caleb D Woodward

*	Amy Eckert
	 Michael Ian Engelhardt
*	Sara Jane German
	 Angela Gilmore
*	Crystal Ann Glave
	 Keri Alice Greene
	 Emily Renee Grimes
	 Hillary Denise Hall
*	Aaron Michael Harger
	 Sarah Anne Harrop
	 Desiree Antelique Hayes
	 MacIntyre David Hemingway
	 Pablo Hernandez
	 Jenna Hill
	 Jaclyn Marie Hitchcock
	 Emma L Hoffman
	 Jacob Glenn Hokenmaier
*	Dugan Dale Holt
*	Emirirozu Howell
*	Jeffrey Hughes
	 Justin Johnson
	 Mara Kathryn Johnson
*	Robert Dale Kamphuis
*	Christine Kim
*	Lauren Ann Kimbler
	 Seth Matthew Kiser
*	Anna Lynn Knowles
	 Michael Konkel
	 Shelby Jo Krawczak
	 Marija Ann Linden
	 Adiel Machuca
	 Katlyn Bryann Madden

*	Sierra Rochelle Maurer
	 Rheaneshia Shavyonne McNair
*	Rebecca J Mcwilliams
*	Megan Elizabeth Meeuwse
	 Haley P Miller
	 Joshua Aaron Miller
*	Sophia Dawn Monroe
	 Kasey Rose Morse
	 Danesha Marie Morseau
*	Sarah Ann Munn
*	Michael D Noora
*	Michael J Olinger
	 Vanessa Jeanne Ortiz
	 Ruben David Osorio-Sanders
	 Amanda Lee Parish
*	Suzanna Azaria Peczeniuk-Hoffman
	 Peter James Perez
*	Evan James Phillips
	 Lydia Phillips
	 Brittany Ann Pinkster
*	Jared Douglas Popp
	 Erick Yovanni Ramos
*	Moises Romero
	 Susan Margaret Ross
*	Angela J Rouse
*	Karina Elizabeth Schumann
	 Dawn Sigourney
*	Lily Claire Solis
*	Alison Loraine Sparow
	 Emily Sue Stearns
*	Kelsey Stewart
*	Michaela Rose Stoner

	 Brianne N Tallmadge
	 Brittany Elizabeth Thomson
*	Kelle Tobolic
*	Alicia Danielle Upton
*	Mikayla Cheyenne VandeGiessen
	 Hayley Kay VanderLoon
	 Abbigayle Diane Vercler
*	Laura Jessica Vivanco Gallardo
	 Savanna Kay Waffle
*	Scott B Walker
*	Claire Weathers
	 Cassidy Sue Whelham
	 Amanda Whitfield
*	Leandra Whitley
*	Holli Lynn Williams
*	Jardae Williams
*	Rylee Jo Wilson
	 Theodore Connor Woznicki
	 Jhakiyah Jhashay Yarbrough-O Bryant

*  Denotes with Honors

CERTIFICATE

CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT

*	Melanie Bryce
	 Haleigh Elizabeth Hoffman
*	Richard Weihur Lee
	 Anessa Sameer Tolbert

	 Anna Marie Trewhella
*	Scott B Walker
*	Kathryn Mary Way

*Julie Ann Kelley William Ineas Vasquez



DECEMBER 2021 CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES

PHI THETA KAPPA
Academic excellence is the hallmark of the Phi Theta Kappa 
National Honor Society. Membership is extended by invitation 
only. To be considered for membership, a Kalamazoo Valley 
student must be enrolled and have completed 12 credit hours; 
have achieved a 3.5 grade point average; have established a 
record of academic excellence as judged by the faculty; be of 
good moral character and possess recognized qualities  
of citizenship.

Graduates of Phi Theta Kappa are: Jennifer Allison Bertolina, 
Elizabethann Joy Bethard, Autumn L Bippus, Amy Elizabeth 
Chadwick, Darren Joseph Connelly, Grace Anne Cummings, 
Trevor James DeYoung, Acacia Ray Delarosa, Emily Nicole 
Drum, Amy Eckert, Autumn Justair Fitzsimmons, Sharmane 
Alea Flanders, Sara Jane German, Leyna Janae Glenn, Malena 
Meg Hemenway, Kierra Hill, Jacob Glenn Hokenmaier, 
Melissa Ann Huizinga, Mackenzie Rae Lesterhouse, Sierra 
Rochelle Maurer, Haley P Miller, Sophia Dawn Monroe, Clara 
E Nieuwenhuis, Iris Osegueda, Ryan David Remington, Karina 
Elizabeth Schumann, Maxwell Alexander Sherman, Megan 
Mae Smith, Alison Loraine Sparow, Jessica Lynn Sutter, Alicia 
Danielle Upton, Elise Joanne VanSparrentak, Laura Jessica 
Vivanco Gallardo.

THE HONORS PROGRAM
The Honors Program was started in 1986 with the realization 
that a growing number of students of high academic standing 
were attending the college. The Honors Program recognizes 
students, selected on a portfolio of grade point average, test 
scores, essays, community service, character, leadership and 
recommendations. The Honors Program emphasizes studies 
that deepen and broaden student knowledge in and across 
disciplines.

Graduate of the Honors Program is: Clara Nieuwenhuis.
 
EARLY/MIDDLE COLLEGE
The Early/Middle College program allows students to earn 
an associate degree or certificate for little or no cost by 
completing a fifth year of high school. Students delay high 
school graduation for one year while they take college courses 
at Kalamazoo Valley. Tuition and fees are paid by the local 
school district up to the state maximum allowed. 

KALAMAZOO PROMISE SERVICES
Kalamazoo Promise Services offers support to Kalamazoo 
Promise eligible students. Through a series of appointments 
students are assisted in successfully completing their academic 
goals at Kalamazoo Valley. Students can schedule recurring 
appointments to stay updated on their academic progress 
which can help ensure successful goal completion. 

Graduates of the Kalamazoo Promise Services are: Kaleigh 
Brianne Burnett, Dalvin Dajour Campbell, Erica  Freeman, 
Keri Alice Greene, Dante Jean, Jillian Grace Kalhorn, Melanie 
Rose Kelley, Tyler DeShawn Merriam, Charlotte N Olmstead, 
Alejandro Rosendo Salazar, Jenessa Na’Shae Sok, Anessa 
Sameer Tolbert, Jordan Raul Vargas, Sarah M Wallace, 
Destiny Nyaai Wells, Nicole Lynn West, JaMeelah Roshay 
Latriece Williams, Brandon Bryce Worden, Jhakiyah Jhashay 
Yarbrough-O Bryant. 

KALAMAZOO VALLEY ACCELERATED 
ASSOCIATE PROGRAM (KVAAP)
This initiative covers the cost of tuition, fees and books for 
participants and is meant to help ensure that students can 
attend college full-time and complete their associate degrees.

Graduates of the KVAAP Program are: Brigiette Bogedain, 
Shemisha Burnett, Nicole Castro, Triston Corradini, Skyla 
Emery, Jacob Hokenmaijer, Dante Jean, Christine Kim, 
Jenna Kochanski, Dakotah Kwasniewski, Imani Lewis, Jacob 
Martin, Charlotte Olmstead, Rowan Patterson, Alejandro 
Salazar, Maxwell Sherman, Jenessa Sok, Brian Sykes, Brandon 
Worden, Destiny Wells. 

STUDENTS GRADUATING WITH HONORS
The students with asterisks (*) before their names are graduating with honors. Honors graduates have a cumulative grade point 
average of 3.5 or better for all academic work attempted.



*  Denotes with Honors

AUGUST 2021 GRADUATES

	 Ibrahim Taha Abuhaltam
	 Madison Leigh Adams
	 Sidnee Grace Arney
*	Hunter Sean Baker
*	Devin Lee Bartell
	 Ashley Skye Belote
	 Tate Ryan Blickle
	 Kelley Kaprice Blythe-Patton
*	Brandon Kyle Bowman
	 Janessa Rose Brown
*	Taylor Ashley-Denise Brown
	 Andrew Lawrence Buddemeier
*	Merritt Gurl Bush
*	Autumn Nicole Cain
	 Cari Lynn Carson
*	Mikenzie Joyce Chambers
*	Megan Marie Collins
*	Avery Noel Cook
	 Yoselin Cortez
	 Brayden O’Ryan Cullitan
	 Darian Eugene Curry
	 Alyssa Nicole DeGood
	 Nicholas Jordan Dill
	 Brooke Alyssa Dove
*	Jacob Wesley Duncan
	 Michael Scott Dunkelberger
	 Summer Rose Erdos
*	Katelyn Patricia Flintrop
	 Thomas Charles Fritz
	 Jade Isabella Galler
*	Andrew Patrick Giese
	 Kensey Gilbert
	 Hana Marie Gonzales
*	Brooke Greenfield
	 Ashley Gurney
*	Nils Emil Andreas Gustavsson
	 Maliek Hargrave
*	Aaron David Harris
	 Makayla Joy Harris
	 Megan Ilene Higley
*	Kaylee Ann Hillsburg
	 Elizabeth Gautz Hissem
*	Terri L Hoffman
	 Carly Holland
*	Heather Lynn Holt
*	Anthony William Howard
	 Amanda Lynn Hulet

	 Morgan E Husen
*	Megan Claire Ianni
*	Ta’nisha Jones
*	Trina Monique Jones
*	Karla Kemp
*	Sara Kerns
	 Tyriq Douglas Kingston
*	Tanner Knapp
	 Elizabeth Ann Kuch
*	Sebastian Michael Lawlor
	 Rebecca Pierce Leander
	 Logan Ceburn Lucas
	 Maeve Kay Macfarlane
	 Jessica Macgregor
*	Devin Mann
	 Devin Marshall
	 Kelsie Anne Martin
	 Peter Melichar
	 Victoria Hayley Mrozik
*	Eric Thomas Nordquist
*	Bella Rose Oswalt
	 Makayla Rachelle Perry
	 Sidney Rae Pierce
*	Izaac Steven Piorkowski
*	Megan Potts
	 Shephali Raghubanshi
*	Sonam Raghubanshi
*	Victoria Lyn Reinbold
*	Kayla Roach
*	Brenna Paige Sackett
	 Selena Marie Salazar
	 Jessica Louise Santman
	 Matthew John Secondi
	 Tyra Simone Shepherd
	 Abbey Jo Sibley
	 Luke Walter Sidwell
*	Luke Miller Singer
	 Calista Smith
*	Jolie Elise Smoker
	 Madison Marie Stainbrook
*	Jarred Logan Stewart
*	Mikayla Stjohn
	 Madisson Yvonne Stokes
	 Remington Sullivan
	 Jleyah Lashay Tunstull
*	Lisa Rose Vaerewyck
	 Megan VanderMeer

	 Reece Allen VanderVeen
*	Nathan John Vanderboon
	 Kelsie Jean Vanderhulst
*	Taylor Patricia Watkins
*	Matthew Wednig
	 Hayley Nicole Weissmann
	 Grace Wiersma
	 Alicia Angel Williams
	 Madison Elizabeth Williams
	 Michael D Williams
	 Megan B Willsea
*	Collin Witzke
*	Devin Lyn Wyatt
*	Logan James Wynalda
	 Lyal Allen Zimmerman

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE
*	Jerri Ninette Abraham
*	Joseph A Alford
	 Mitchell Ryan Anderson
	 Ryan Joseph Arnoldi
	 Haidyn McKenzie Barnett-Smedziuk
*	Cassandra Elizabeth Bigelow
*	Jared Michael Birman

*	Celora Esther Blair
	 Connor Richard Brown
	 Rochelle Jerome Brown
	 Zachary M Brush
	 Victoria Alexandria-Marie Calderon
*	Cooper Frank Carns
	 Joshua James Cooley

	 Jacob Douglas Day
	 Nicholas Gregory Derhammer
	 Caleb Doonan
	 Quenisha Monique Dugas
*	Zackary Kenneth Dumas
*	Natalie Lynn Eidson
*	Mary Evelyn Engle



ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE
*	Grace Ruth Ballinger
*	Jack Thomas Bos
	 Rylee Lorraine Cunningham
*	Phi Duong
*	Jakob Hubbard

*	Masina Iannucci
	 Quinn Riley Kelley
*	Amir Mohamed Bayoumi Hassan Morsi
*	Emmanuel Oluwaseun Oladipupo
*	Christian Roggenstein

*	Emily Steimle
	 Evan Wyatt Tokarski

CERTIFICATE

CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT

*	Kristin Ilene Berryhill
*	Michaela Ann Cole
	 Kennadie Alexandria Gensch
	 Baylee Josephine Hewitt

	 Bridget M Jordan
	 Jordann Kristine McNees
	 Erica Mcdaniels
	 Kenley Raye Alexandra Tackett

	 Stuart Weber
*	Brea Marie Zuydwegt

	 Harmony K Bock
	 Zachary M Brush
*	Thomas Andrew Easley

	 Julianna Frye
*	Scott Ryan Gilbert
*	Larissa Patrice Macomber

*	Carissa Amber Noyes
	 Devin Michael Schneider
*	Colin Swanson

	 Gabe Patrick Fields
	 Jason Fonger
	 Scott Allan Fox
	 Brittany Ann Gossett
	 Deborah A Gossett
	 Ashley Rose Hamelink
	 Paige M Hamilton
*	Chenfeng Hao
	 Stephanie Nicole Higley
	 Malcolm Jones
	 Vanessa Kamsickas
	 Darby Kaye Kasten
*	Julie Ann Kelley
	 Adam Jacob Knott
*	Dorothy Anne Koopsen
	 Kelsey Jeannette Kreps
	 Richard Larsen

	 Derek Scott Londry
*	Andrew Wallace Lueck
	 Erica Mcdaniels
*	Alyssa Ann Mikolajczak
	 Travis Anthony Miller
	 Alexander Leon Mills
	 Nikolai A Minka
	 Benjamin Robert Mondoux
	 Alissa Greta Morton
*	Merina Lee Munson
*	Morgan Kikue-Kham Nakayama
	 Jennifer Rebecca Nichols
	 Joshua Stephen O’Keefe
	 Sarah Partin
*	Mark Edward Peterson
	 Rachel Phelps
	 Brianna M Quillin

	 Gaoshan Raymond
	 Bethany Marie Redder
	 Eric Marquis Reid
	 Noe M Rodriguez
*	Evan Edward Schober
	 Kimberly Anne Shields
	 Lucas Justin Simmons
	 Emily Kay Stolk
	 Christopher Tyson
	 Kaylee Ruth Walters
	 Reuben Wangai
	 Kevon Phillip Weber
	 Evan Matthew Weessies
	 Tristan Jacob Weiss
*	Anna Kathleen Wolan

AUGUST 2021 GRADUATES

*  Denotes with Honors



PHI THETA KAPPA 
Academic excellence is the hallmark of the Phi Theta Kappa 
National Honor Society. Membership is extended by invitation 
only. To be considered for membership, a Kalamazoo Valley 
student must be enrolled and have completed 12 credit hours; 
have achieved a 3.5 grade point average; have established a 
record of academic excellence as judged by the faculty; be 
of good moral character and possess recognized qualities of 
citizenship.

Graduates of Phi Theta Kappa are: Celora Esther Blair, 
Jack Thomas Bos, Brandon Kyle Bowman, Rylee Lorraine 
Cunningham, Phi  Duong, Natalie Lynn Eidson, Andrew Patrick 
Giese, Aaron David Harris, Stephanie Nicole Higley, Morgan 
E Husen, Masina Iannucci, Tanisha Jones, Amir Mohamed 
Bayoumi Hassan Morsi, Morgan Kikue-Kham Nakayama, Eric 
Thomas Nordquist, Megan Potts, Sonam Raghubanshi, Luke 
Miller Singer, Emily Steimle, Madisson Yvonne Stokes, Jleyah 
Lashay Tunstull, Nathan John Vanderboon, Matthew Wednig.

THE HONORS PROGRAM
The Honors Program was started in 1986 with the realization 
that a growing number of students of high academic standing 
were attending the college. The Honors Program recognizes 
students, selected on a portfolio of grade point average, test 
scores, essays, community service, character, leadership and 
recommendations. The Honors Program emphasizes studies 
that deepen and broaden student knowledge in and across 
disciplines.
 
EARLY/MIDDLE COLLEGE
The Early/Middle College program allows students to earn 
an associate degree or certificate for little or no cost by 
completing a fifth year of high school. Students delay high 
school graduation for one year while they take college courses 
at Kalamazoo Valley. Tuition and fees are paid by the local 
school district up to the state maximum allowed. 

Graduates of Early/Middle College are: Janessa Brown and 
Finley Gleason.

 

KALAMAZOO PROMISE SERVICES 
Kalamazoo Promise Services offers support to Kalamazoo 
Promise eligible students. Through a series of appointments, 
students are assisted in successfully completing their academic 
goals at Kalamazoo Valley. Students can schedule recurring 
appointments to stay updated on their academic progress 
which can help ensure successful goal completion. 

Graduates of the Kalamazoo Promise Services are: Belsem 
Aldiney, Haidyn McKenzie Barnett-Smedziuk, Janessa Rose 
Brown, Taylor Ashley-Denise Brown, Darian Eugene Curry, 
Quenisha Monique Dugas, Brittany Ann Gossett, Maliek 
Hargrave, Malcolm Jones, Mark Edward Peterson, Alejandro 
Rosendo Salazar, Selena Marie Salazar, Tyra Simone Shepherd, 
Luke Walter Sidwell. 

KALAMAZOO VALLEY ACCELERATED 
ASSOCIATE PROGRAM (KVAAP)
This initiative covers the cost of tuition, fees and books for 
participants and is meant to help ensure that students can 
attend college full-time and complete their associate degrees.

Graduates of the KVAAP Program are: Brianna Quillan, Noe 
Rodriguez, Yoselin Cortez, Brooke Dove, Phi Duong, Hana 
Gonzales, Brenna Sackett, Madisson Stokes, Matthew Wednig, 
Celora Blair.

STUDENTS GRADUATING WITH HONORS
The students with asterisks (*) before their names are graduating with honors. Honors graduates have a cumulative grade 
point average of 3.5 or better for all academic work attempted.

AUGUST 2021 GRADUATES



ACADEMIC REGALIA
The wearing of academic regalia is an ancient and 
impressive custom. The use of the cap and gown comes 
from costumes used in the 14th and 15th centuries, 
particularly at Cambridge and Oxford in England. The 
English love of tradition and pageantry created the 
distinctive academic dresses which have been maintained 
in English universities for centuries and which have been 
used in the United States since colonial times.

The caps are known as “mortar boards,” and some believe 
the name was derived from the master workman’s mortar 
board. The tassel, which was added in the 18th century, is 
worn over the left front quadrant of the cap.

The major distinguishing characteristics of the gowns 
are the sleeves, styled in the following fashion: associate 
and bachelors, long pointed; master, oblong; doctor, bell-
shaped. The doctor’s gown has a velvet collar and three 
bars on the sleeves.

Masters and doctors wear hoods which vary in size and 
shape and indicate the several degrees. Hoods are lined 
with the official colors of the university from which the 
degree is granted while the color of the velvet edging 
denotes the field of learning.

The distinctive gold cords worn by some graduates 
represent participation in the Kalamazoo Valley Community 
College Honors Program. Students wearing gold tassels and 
stoles are members of the Kalamazoo Valley Community 
College Alpha Rho Nu Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa National 
Honor Society; medallions represent officers.

The distinctive white cords are worn by students who are 
graduating with honors.

The red, white and blue veteran cords designate those 
individuals who have served, or who are currently serving, 
in one of the five branches of the United States Armed 
Forces: Army, Marines, Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard, 
including the Armed Forces Guard and Reserve Members.

The use of academic regalia is a custom which lends both 
color and dignity to the graduation ceremony.

COLLEGE SEAL
The symbols as a part of the Kalamazoo Valley Community 
College seal represent the college as a shining tower of 
light illuminating the path forward through the pursuit 
of technical and academic education.  The year 1966 
represents the establishment of the college by area voters 

on August 1, 1966.  The tower represents the 85-foot-
tall light tower erected in 1970.  The seal symbolizes the 
critical role the college plays in replacing the darkness of 
fear and ignorance with the light of truth, learning and 
understanding.



Kalamazoo Valley Community 
College was established in 1966 
by the overwhelming approval 
of voters in nine local school 
districts. It is a comprehensive, 
fully accredited, public, two-year 
college with enrollment of nearly 
11,000 students. 

Currently, the college has four 
campuses: Texas Township, 
Arcadia Commons, Groves and 
Bronson Healthy Living.

Designed by Alden B. Dow, a 
student of Frank Lloyd Wright, 
the Texas Township Campus is 
located near the I-94 and U.S. 
131 interchange on 185 acres 
of rolling woodland west of 
Kalamazoo. Expanded several 
times over the last 50 years, the 
430,000-square-foot complex 
features modern classrooms, 
comprehensive library and 
computer labs, two gymnasiums, 
ball fields, tennis courts, a 
running track, two auditoriums, 
food services, free parking in 
expansive lots and fully equipped 
labs for science, industrial and 
manufacturing technologies. 

Located in downtown Kalamazoo, 
the Arcadia Commons Campus 
includes Anna Whitten Hall (built 
in 1994), the Kalamazoo Valley 
Museum and the Center for New 
Media. The campus serves as a 
hub for a community, business 
and education partnership that 

renovated and revitalized a 
significant portion of the historic 
downtown area. 

Creating an educated workforce 
skilled to meet the demands of a 
changing economy is the focus at 
the Groves Center on Kalamazoo 
Valley Community College’s third 
campus. Originally opened in 
2001 as one of 18 M-TEC facilities 
across the state, the campus was 
financed by a $5 million grant 
from the Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation, plus 
$6 million in matching funds 
provided by area companies  
and foundations. 

The Groves also offers customized 
workforce development 
training for area employers. The 
college works closely with area 
businesses to ensure that services 
align with the employment 
needs of the region. Business 
and community leaders turn to 
the college for state-of-the-art 
education and training. 

In cooperation with Bronson 
Healthcare and Integrated 
Services of Kalamazoo, 
Kalamazoo Valley developed the 
Bronson Healthy Living Campus 
in downtown Kalamazoo in 2014.  
It is located on 13.3 acres of land 
donated by Bronson Healthcare 
where Kalamazoo Valley has 
expanded its curriculum to 
include brewing and training in 

culinary arts, sustainable food 
production and safety.

Many student services and 
programs are available on all of 
the college’s campuses including  
a thriving Honors Program, 
comprehensive learning, tutoring 
and testing centers that offer 
one-on-one assistance and the 
International Studies Program 
that includes more than 130 
courses emphasizing the global 
aspects of everything from 
accounting to wellness.

In collaboration with K-12 
partners and the KalamazooRESA, 
the college provides Early College 
programming for hundreds of 
area students. With its four-year 
university partners, students can 
complete a bachelor’s degree in 
the college’s University Center.

Kalamazoo Valley offers more 
than 60 associate degree 
programs and more than 50 
certificate programs. In addition 
to associate degree and 
certificate programs in business, 
health care, human and public 
service, technical occupations 
and industry, the college also 
provides a quality experience for 
students preparing to transfer to 
four-year institutions following 
graduation.

ABOUT 
KALAMAZOO VALLEY 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 



YEARS OR OLDER
WITHOUT A DEGREE?

ARE YOU GET FREE TUITION
Michigan Reconnect is a  
scholarship designed specifically for 
eligible adults who want to  
pursue an associate degree at a 
Michigan community college or a 
skills certificate at a training school.

Winter semester starts on Jan. 10! 
Don’t miss out!

Learn more at kvcc.edu/reconnect

www.kvcc.edu/alumni

STAY CONNECTED.
Graduates, former students and supporters of Kalamazoo Valley are encouraged to stay connected to the 
college and each other through the Kalamazoo Valley Alumni+ program.

Participation is open to all supporters of the college, although it is meant to appeal most to  
graduates and those who have successfully completed even one class at Kalamazoo Valley.

Update your contact information at www.kvcc.edu/alumni/updatecontact.html.

CONGRATULATIONS AND WELCOME TO ALUMNI+!

www.kvcc.edu
ARCADIA COMMONS 
CAMPUS
202 North Rose Street
269.373.7800

BRONSON HEALTHY
LIVING CAMPUS
418 East Walnut Street
269.548.3205

GROVES CAMPUS
7107 Elm Valley Drive
269.353.1253

KALAMAZOO VALLEY 
MUSEUM
230 North Rose Street
269.373.7990

TEXAS TOWNSHIP 
CAMPUS
6767 West O Avenue
269.488.4400 

PO Box 4070  |  Kalamazoo, MI  |  49003-4070


