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Dear Distinguished Guests,

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the 83rd commencement 
program at Kalamazoo Valley Community College.  On behalf of the Board 
of Trustees, college administration, faculty and staff, I am proud to offer 
sincere congratulations to our graduates and their families.

For more than 52 years, the college has been instrumental in helping 
students achieve their educational goals.  The region continues to benefit 
from the tenacity, skills and abilities of our graduates.  We salute you and 
the thousands of Kalamazoo Valley alumni who make west Michigan a 
great place.

Kalamazoo Valley Community College stands steadfast in its support of 
students, past, present and future.  We confidently look forward to the 
future.

Sincerely,

L. Marshall Washington, Ph.D.
President



Jeffrey W. Patton  |  Chairperson
Lucinda M. Stinson  |  Vice Chairperson
Susan L. Miller  |  Secretary
Patrick A. Farmer  |  Treasurer

Julia C. Buck  |  Trustee
Dawn M. DeLuca  |  Trustee
Mary T. Gustas  |  Trustee

PROCESSIONAL
“March” from Second Suite in F –  Gustav Holst
Kalamazoo Valley Community College Campus Band
Chris Garrett, Conductor

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Kalamazoo Valley Community College Campus Band
Chris Garrett, Conductor

WELCOME
L. Marshall Washington, Ph.D., President
Kalamazoo Valley Community College

REMARKS
Jeffrey W. Patton, Chairperson
Board of Trustees 

Steve Ott, Faculty Representative
COM

Brittany Gallagher, Student Representative
AAS Dental Hygiene

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Kalamazoo Valley Community College

PROGRAM FOR COMMENCEMENT
April 2019 Graduation

MUSIC
“The Trombone King” – Karl King
Kalamazoo Valley Community College Campus Band
Chris Garrett, Conductor

ASSEMBLING OF GRADUATES
“Song Without Words” from Second Suite in F – Gustav Holst
Kalamazoo Valley Community College Campus Band
Chris Garrett, Conductor

FACULTY CERTIFICATION 
OF GRADUATES 
Dr. Paige Eagan, Interim Vice President for Instructional  
and Student Services
Kalamazoo Valley Community College

CONFERRING OF DEGREES
L. Marshall Washington, Ph.D., President
Kalamazoo Valley Community College

RECESSIONAL
“Under the Double Eagle March” – J. F. Wagner
Kalamazoo Valley Community College Campus Band
Chris Garrett, Conductor

Jamie Rix - Sign Language Interpreter



Lisa Jean Againeses
Nicholas Glenn Alpher
Madalynn A Ammon
*Juliet Anderson
*Toni Aleece Anderson
Joshua Adam Appelgren
Josh L Bailly
*Nathan Jared Bakker
Margot L Ballentine
Brianna Renea Ballou
Sevy Luwala Bamany
Melanie Marie Beebe
Martha Esther Benko
Autumn Larelle Bledsoe
Stephen Scott Boley-Kutsche
Seth Alan Bommerscheim
Kayla Marie Boonstra
*Takoda Joaquin Bostwick
*Lowell A Bouchard
Brenda Lorraine Boyd
Cameron Elizabeth Branson
Aminah Ashanti Brown
Darrian Eric Burkett
Cassie Lynn Burnett-Massop
Kaitlyn Brooke Chamberlin
Kelley Marie Charles
*Cierra Charmane Choyce
James Thomas Chrisman
Mackenzie Cole
Marissa J Cole
*Evan Collins
George Collins
Katie Sue Cook
*Amanda Nichole Crider
*Erika Christine Cutler
*Grant Dally
Paul Edwin Dao
Kyle Joseph DeYoung
*Nathan D Devries
*Sedona Marie Dobson
Kyle J Doherty
Mozes Dorelus
Amber Rene Douglas
*Juamaine Billy-Duane Douglas
*Kathleen Downard
*Caitlyn Elizabeth Drumm
Zoey Grace Dubuisson
*Levi Richard Durham
Austin Carter Edwards
Sarah M Ekema
Kayla Lee Elliott
*Joe Alexander Elms
*Adam Imad Farran
*Jason Peter Feddema
Stephanie Marie Fee
*Kendra Fein
Collin Ryan Fenn
*Haley Lynn Fleck
Melinda Flickinger
*Dainie A Flint

*Scott Arthur Flynn
Nathaniel Frazier
Morgan Ann French
Dallas William Fuller
Matthew Clifford Funk
Allen Michael Gabbeart
Olga Mundeke Gakodi
*Diana Rocio Galindo
*Hannah Leigh Garrod
*Kaylee Breanne Gasaway
Terrell DaVion Gaston-Burnett
Kelsey M Gillies
*Joseph Delsin Goffeney
*Victoria Ann Gonzalez
Jessie Ann Goodrich
*Kai A Gray
Laikeya Delise Greene
Duvon Zak Hallowell
Kyle Nicholas Hamelink
*Angela Marie Hamilton
*Ian Hayes
*Madeline Rose Haynes
Lauren Rose Heaney
*Elizabeth Ann Heimann
Frank Thomas Henderson
*Caitlin E Herrera
Danielle Lei Herwig
John Andrew Higgins
*Michael Stephen Higgins
Samantha Rose Hoekstra
Ian G Holcomb
Caitlin B Holman
Lacey Elizabeth Holman
Madison Paige Holmer
Vertis Lee Holmes
Erin Elana Hope
William Richard Hough
Lydia Rose Huitt
Christopher Ron Hunt
Stephen Robert Hunter
Alexzandriah LeeOra Jerry
Evan Lloyd Johns
Ashley Johnson
Chandelle Marie Johnson
Hayley Michele Johnson
Mackenzie Sierra Jonas
Alexander E Jung
*Morgan Kamrowski
Karley M Kane-Maystead
*Erin Kash
*Calista Kaufman
Mathew Reid Kelley
James Michael Kelly
Devon Anne King
*Matthew William King
*Lydia Patrice Kirk
*Anthony Allen Kirksey
Alexis Renee Kirschbaum
*Hope Kline
Rachel Rosalie Krizan

*Christina Nicole Kuntzman-DeRyke
MaryMargaret Kuras
Emily Christine Lancaster
Chase Christian Lane
Pierre Antonio Laya
Andrea Sue Liedeke
Audra Lynn Lindsey
Zachary James Little
*Jonathan Andrew Lockhart
*Carolina Ruth Lumetta
Vanessa Maldonado
Errol Sentara Matthews
Josh Tanner McGraw
*Colin Scott McHugh
Jordann Kristine McNees
*Jesse W Meachum
Kimberly Lyn Messinger
*Travis Scott Mikel
*Meghan Marie Miles
Maurice Davonte Miller
Courtney Christina Moore
Michael Keith Moore
Peter J Morris
Vincent Michael Morris
Tyler Moulds
Deshea R Neal
Tanner Andrew Nederveld
TraOnna Janae Nelson
*Malia Ann Nichols
Andre Niederleig
Stephanie Louise Norris
*Allie Novak
*Samuel David Ohland
Jasmine Outlaw
Emilie Jordyn Palmer
Josephine Paprocki
*Gabrielle Rebecca Penn
Jacob Tyler Penny
Leslie Renee Perhne
Bridgette Nicole Pernie
Michael Mathew Pignataro
Christopher Michael Porter
Jessica Michelle Potter
Jess Elizabeth Pugsley
Justin Pullins
Trenton Harrison Quartermaine
Latoya Lynnette Reece
*Mason Matthew Resh
Andrea Jeanette Rex
Tiffany Marie Rich
Madeline Jane Richman
Makayla Marie Robinson
Tracy Rock
*James Christopher Ross
Alexis Maria Rothrock
*Austin James Ryder
Morgan Salhaney
*Philip Christopher Schichtel
*Brandon Michael Schippers
*Kristen Lorraine Schneidenbach

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS

APRIL GRADUATES CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES** 

*  Denotes with Honors
* * Subject to final graduation audit



Lilly Mika Adams
Brooklynne Nova Adamson
Usman Akbar
James Robert Alderson
*Bayan N Aljarabah
Camille Angeleeya Ayers-Key
Jennifer Lindsay Bakken
*Bonnie Leigh Balkema
*Abraham Barajas
Megan Michelle Belland
*Jason Curtis Benson
*Sara Elizabeth Blair
Andrew Joseph Blodgett
*Genevieve Noel Bogedain
*Gerid Allan Bowler
Deavin Regina Bowser
*Ashley Lin Boyer
*Shaun Patrick Brancheau
Gerald E Braud
*Dacia Lynette Bridges-Scholpp
Shayla Alicyn Brink
Molly Marie Browe
*Tonia Lynn Burd
Katherine R Burns
*Austin Timothy Callahan
Ryan Vernon Callahan
*Brandy Alex Callen
Emily Caroline Cameron-Hesson
*Debra Campbell
*Monica Lynn Cannon
Makenna Marie Carman
*Jacob Castner
Emily Sherman Chalker

*Robert Marshall Chalmers
Mariah Elizabeth Claremont
Allison Faye Clark
*Wade Clawson
Quinton D Clemons
*Cameron Cline
Brittany Nicole Collins
Lucas Kenneth Cooper
*Rachel Elizabeth Cotter
*Andrea Nicole Couk
*Chris Crabtree
*Breanna Kadi Crawford
Sophia Danielle Cunningham
*Haley B Cushing
*Derick David-John Daniels
Tonia Nicole DeGryse
*Carolyn Grace DeJonghe
Brittany Elizabeth DePriest
John Michael Dean
Hannah Joyann Dexter
Linda J Digby
*Paul James Dragicevich
*Brian Parker Durnil
Zachary James Dwyer
Jane Elizabeth Eckert
*Jonathan Edwards
*Kristin Michelle Eldred
Tabbie Dawn Engel
*Kara Marie Fassbender
*Juanita Renee Feaster
*Kaitlyn Elizabeth Felcyn
*Kaelan Firth
Kighle Lynne Flamm

Madelyn Amelia Forester
*Christine Samantha Forrest
Kyle Austin Fouty
*John Thomas Frantti
*Tajah Renee Frazier
Jeremy Johannes Frey
*Joseph Frick
Mary Alice Fry
*Brittany Sharee Gallagher
Kezia Arment Carnithia Karima Garrett
Maywan Lee-Shane Garrett
*Charles Raymond Garrison
Daniel James Garson
Rebekka Jean Garvison
*Andrew James Gauthier
Ciera Goble
*Pamela Ann Gohn
Melissa Anne Graves
*Kelli Christina Green
*Nicholas John Gromek
*Amber Ann Guy
Taressa Claire Halpin
Sarah Jean Hassan
Nicholas Michael Hecht
Ashley Heide
L’Tonya Monique Hicks
Sarah Ann Hillsburg
*Michelle Lynn Holly
Abigail Elaine Horein
*Staci Hoyt
Zackery Hummel
*Noah M Humphries
Jorge Armando Jaramillo

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE

APRIL GRADUATES CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES** 

*  Denotes with Honors
* * Subject to final graduation audit

Allen Michael Schultz
Steven Robert Searles
Melinda Seeger
Kylie Susan Shafer
La Sheka Deleana Shantay Shavers
Tania Mabel Sheeley-Myers
Kimberly Anne Shields
Katelyn Renee Shull
Emily Diane Sierengowski
Cal James Sikkenga
Victoria Simmerman
Sunny Singh
Andrew John Slager
Nicholas Jay Slater
Matthew Marcus Smith
Meagan Louise Smith
Stephen Richard Smoker
Mariah Abigail jeane Snyder
Timothy John Solis
*Abigail Gilberta Solis-Almaguer
Nicholas Ryan Sowell

Ariel Stanley
Charity Dawn Stanley
Baileigh Maya Orane Strong
*William Seth Swalwell
Ashley Renee Sweet
*Sessili Mai Szarafinski
Sarah Marie Tanner
Tristyn J Ter Avest
Kaleigh Heather Trainor
Joseph Bruce Tsui
Savannah Ellen Tustin
Sarah Yvonne Tyria
*Madissen Anne Vacha
Madison Elizabeth Van Dyke
*Evangeline Marie VanDyke
*Angela Ellen VanKrause
Branden Christopher VanZile
*Kacey Paige Vanderbos
*William Scott Vandermay
*Samantha Rose Veltrie
*Taylor Jo Verburg

*Jacob B Vermeulen
Jason Allen Vowels
Samantha Suzanne Wagner
*Lucas Anthony Wallin
Nicole Caroline Walters
Arielle M Washington
Spencer Charles Waterman
*Kayla Elizabeth Watson
Molly Ann Weiandt
Rockelle Lewanda Welch
Zachary William Wellman
*Nicholas Jay Whitman
Kimberly Rene Whittaker
*Nayah Arrian Wiley
Stephen Chad Wilkinson
Caitlin F Williams
Takia Shanae Maxine Willis-Bowie
Gray Miles Willson
*Brenden Wimes
Savannah Rae Wirth
*Alison Kaylin Wright

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS



APRIL GRADUATES CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES** 

*Austin Philip Atkinson
Greg Randall Begeman
Casey Millicent Beznoska
John Martin Bongers
Noah Michael Mervin Burtis
*Andrew Joseph Burton
*Averee Nicole Davis
*Isaac Russell Dean
*Daniel James Devereaux
*Matthew James Farmer
*Taylor Lynn Fifer
Tammy Lynne George
*Sawyer Hodgkins

*Jared Daniel Hughes
Gabriella Iagnocco
Ryan Timothy Koole
*Zosha Anne Kuiper
*Audrey Elizabeth Ledvina
*Jenna Leslie
Destiny Alexandria-Monique Lewis
*Karson John Linders
*Andrew Pete Livernois
*Kayla N McCaig
*Allan Joseph Medwick
Scott Michael Morris
*Madison Leigh Nichols

*Abdelrahman Abdelwahab Radwan
*Mikaela Kristine Santek
Mary Helen Schuiteboer
Raj Sharad Shende
*Andrew Paul Skelton
*Katelynne Marie Stockwell
Zachary Lee Thomas
*Megan Michaela Thorp
*Jonathan Tule
Caleb D Woodward
Zakary Caelan Zazula

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE

*  Denotes with Honors
* * Subject to final graduation audit

Paige Elizabeth Jaskolski
*Matthew Thomas Johnson
Tina Robin Josten
Megan Louann Juday
*David Mark Kiel
Austin David Kiewiet
*Catherine Mary Klein
Emily Katherine Koenig
Hannah Katherine Korendyke
*Brian Joseph Koss
Zachery William LaRochelle
Casie Lemley
*Joseph Raymond Leone
*Rebekah Anne Loedeman
*Sarah Rose Long
Lisa M Lovely
Jacqueline M Luttrell
*Vicki Lynn Machan
Terry Woodcliff Mahan
*Tesius Indy Majcher
Morgan Elizabeth Marquess
Bobbie Jo Martin
*Joshua Caleb McCright
*Angela Patricia McIntyre
*Sierra McVehil
Kristie Michelle Merkle
Nathan Daniel Merritt
Christian Robert Metzmaker
Dylan Matthew Miller
*Kimberly K Miller
Michael David Miller
Sophie Michelle Miller
Steven Troy Milner
Dale Thomas Mohney
Daneshia Michelle Moore
Nicholas Paul Morrison

Imani Mournee Morrow
Maria Blair Nelson
Chloe Nicole Neumann
Gregory Steven Nichols
Berta Nonato
Jackson K Norberg
Paul Northrup
Rachel Faye Nozicka
Deanna Leona Ruth Oliver
*Alexa M Parker
Nicholas Wade Ploof
*Richard Eugene Poffenberger
*Emily Mary Pyne
*Rhonda Lynn Rakowski
Branden Ramsey
Jessica Renee Ratkowski
*Coreen Lynn Reed
Jacob David Reicherts
Angelo Vincent Rinna
*Hailee Rose
Uthman Ra’ Sheen Ross
*Mary Grace De Vela Ruivivar
*Elisa Nicole Russell
Leonard Thomas Russell
Elaina Sachs-Berneis
Catherine Salome
*Veronica Schallhorn
Tyler Robert Schiller
Cody Schuiteboer
Caitlyn Ruth Seely
Westin J Seifert
*Benjamin Duane Sheppard
*Kimberly Shuler
*Aaron Patrick Siegler
Chad Steven Smith
Emily Nicole Smith

Kenzie Koreen Springer
Stephanie Renee Stacey
*Ryan James Stearns
Hunter H Steed
*Kristen Michelle Steenhoven
*Megan Michelle Stephenson
LauraEtta Lavette Swaby
*Jennifer Carol Thomas
*Kiernon Thomas
Alex T Thompson-Westfal
Brooke Thrasher
Sally Marie Tomlinson
*Cherith Brook Touw
Christopher Tyson
Derek Uehlein
*Greggory Austin VanHoe
Jennifer Autumn Vander Lugt
Ryan Jacob VanderBor
Scott Martin VanderWalle
*Natalya Vansovich
Ryan David Vetter-Fair
Jenna Marie Vicol
Graziela Curvelo Vylonis
*Michele Elizebeth Wagner
*Elisabeth Anne Walker
Brandon Paul Walters
Ashley Marie Wesseling
Cassandra Louise Williams
Nicole L Wisdom
*Anna Grace Wolfe
Aaron Michael Wooden
*Anna Worden
*Jamie Rene Zayac
Marissa Nicole Zomponti
Jacob Scott Hamilton Zull
*Ellen Muriel Zylstra

ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE



CERTIFICATE
*Camryn Noelle Barringer
Andrew Joseph Blodgett
Ashley Marie Branch
*Alan Wayne Browne
*Paul James Dragicevich
*Michelle L Elsey
*Emily Suzanna Fall
Connor S Gabriel
*Wayne Jay Hartford
*Elizabeth Ann Heimann
Madison Paige Holmer

Mary Christine-Hoben Hoppe
*Jessica Isaacs
*Tristin Arayana Janson
Trevor Jon Jennings
Jonathan Jernstadt
Erik Oscar Keeter
Gregory Cornelius King
*James Patrick Kolka
*Rebekah Anne Loedeman
*Ellie Karen Maddelein
Alex John Moore

*Kyle Nally
Suzanna Joy Overweg
*Todd Alan Rolfe
Julea Ferne Shank
Mitchell Darren Singer
*Andrew Paul Skelton
Justin Edward Swim
Derek Uehlein
Maxwell Underwood
John P Vincent
*Preston Alexander Weatherwax

APRIL GRADUATES CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES**  

Ryan Kenneth Beeman
Andrew Joseph Blodgett
*Alan Wayne Browne
*John Thomas Frantti
Daniel James Garson
*Jessica Rene Gibson
Thomas Edmon Guess

Grant Haynes
*Sharjeel Karim
Darek Joseph Kovach
*Rebekah Anne Loedeman
Tyler Moulds
*Kyle Nally
*Julie O’Donnell

Robert L Owens
*Gabrielle Rebecca Penn
Sereno V Pittman
Charles Arthur Powers
*Sheri Chris Simpson
*Kristen Michelle Steenhoven
Valerie Stegall

CERTIFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT

*  Denotes with Honors
* * Subject to final graduation audit



STUDENTS GRADUATING WITH 
HONORS
The students with asterisks (* ) before their names and those wearing the 
distinctive white cords are graduating with honors. Honors graduates have 
a cumulative grade point average of 3.5 or better for all academic work 
attempted.

PHI THETA KAPPA
Academic excellence is the hallmark of the Phi Theta Kappa National Honor 
Society. Membership is extended by invitation only. To be considered for 
membership, a KVCC student must be enrolled and have completed 12 credit 
hours; have achieved a 3.5 grade point average; have established a record of 
academic excellence as judged by the faculty; be of good moral character and 
possess recognized qualities of citizenship.

Graduates of Phi Theta Kappa are: Bayan Aljarabah, Toni Anderson, 
Austin Atkinson, Nathan Bakker, John Bongers, Takoda Bostwick, 
Emily Cameron-Hesson, Wade Clawson, Evan Collins, George Collins, 
Rachel Cotter, Chris Crabtree, Breanna Crawford, Sophia Cunningham, 
Derick Daniels, Isaac Dean, Sedona Dobson, Caitlyn Drumm, Levi Durham, 
Emily Fall, Matthew Farmer, Kara Fassbender, Juanita Feaster, Jason Feddema, 
Taylor Fifer, Haley Fleck, Christine Forrest, Tajah Frazier, Jeremy Frey, 
Diana Galindo, Brittany Gallagher, Charles Garrison, Daniel Garson, 
Jessica Gibson, Angela Hamilton, Ian Hayes, Elizabeth Heimann, 
Caitlin Herrera, John Higgins, Michael Higgins, Lydia Huitt, Jessica Isaacs, 
Tristin Janson, Jorge Jaramillo, Alexzandriah Jerry, Morgan Kamrowski, 
Karley Kane-Maystead, Erin Kash, Calista Kaufman, Hope Kline, Brian Koss, 
Zosha Kuiper, Christina Kuntzman-DeRyke, Destiny Lewis, Karson Linders, 
Rebekah Loedeman, Carolina Lumetta, Tesius Majcher, Kayla McCaig, 
Colin McHugh, Allan Medwick, Travis Mikel, Deshea Neal, Madison Nichols, 
Malia Nichols, Samuel Ohland, Gabrielle Penn, Abdelrahman Radwan, 
Hailee Rose, James Ross, Elisa Russell, Austin Ryder, Mikaela Santek, 
Philip Schichtel, Caitlyn Seely, Aaron Siegler, Victoria Simmerman, 
Abigail Solis-Almaguer, Ryan Stearns, Kristen Steenhoven, Sessili Sazrafinski, 
Megan Throp, Jonathan Tule, Madissen Vacha, William Vandermay, 
Samantha Veltrie, Jacob Vermeulen, Kayla Watson, Preston Weatherwax, 
Nicholas Whitman, Anna Wolfe and Jamie Zayac.

THE HONORS PROGRAM
The Honors Program was started in 1986 with the realization that a growing 
number of students of high academic standing were attending the College. 
The Honors Program recognizes students, selected on a portfolio of grade 
point average, test scores, essays, community service, character, leadership 
and recommendations. The Honors Program emphasizes studies that deepen 
and broaden student knowledge in and across disciplines.

Graduates of the Honors College are: Nathan Bakker and Carolina Lumetta.

THE FOCUS PROGRAM
The Focus Program is a collaborative effort between Kalamazoo Valley 
Community College and Western Michigan University designed to increase 
the number of Kalamazoo Valley students who successfully complete an 
associate degree and transfer to WMU to complete a baccalaureate degree.

Graduates of the Focus Program are: Juliet Anderson, Lowell Bouchard, 
Cameron Branson, Olga Gakodi, Paige Jaskolski, Hayley Johnson, 
Darek Kovach, Peter J Morris, TraOnna Nelson, Tiffany Rich and 
Kimberly Shields.

EARLY/MIDDLE COLLEGE
The Early/Middle College program allows students to earn an associate degree 
or certificate for little or no cost by completing a fifth year of high school. 
Students delay high school graduation for one year while they take college 
courses at Kalamazoo Valley. Tuition and fees are paid by the local school 
district up to the state maximum allowed. 

Graduates of Early/Middle College are: Joshua Applegren, Joshua Bailly, 
Bonnie Balkema, Sedona Dobson, Zoey Dubuisson, Austin Edwards, 
Joseph Elms, Stephanie Fee, Dallas Fuller, Thomas Guess, Lauren Heaney, 
Madison Homer, Evan Johns, Mackenzie Jonas, Zosha Kuiper, Audrey Ledvina, 
Karson Linders, Stephanie Norris, Bridgette Pernie, Andrew Slager, 
Nicholas Slater, William Swalwell, Tristyn TerAvest and Spencer Waterman.

KALAMAZOO PROMISE SERVICES
Kalamazoo Promise Services offers student support to Kalamazoo Promise 
eligible students. Through a series of appointments students are assisted in 
successfully completing their academic goals at Kalamazoo Valley. Students 
can schedule recurring appointments to stay updated on their academic 
progress which can help ensure successful goal completion. 

Graduates of the Kalamazoo Promise Services are: Camille Ayers-Key, 
Andrew Blodgett, Stephen Boley-Kutsche, Takoda Bostwick, Kyle DeYoung, 
Kyle Doherty, Kaelan Firth, Morgan French, Kezia Garrett, Maywan Garrett, 
Laikeya Greene, Duvon Hallowell, Stephen Hunter, Alexzandriah Jerry, 
Austin Kiewiet, Gregory King, Destiny Lewis, Vanessa Maldonado, 
Nicholas Morrison, Jackson Norberg, Jasmine Outlaw, Madeline Richman, 
Sunny Singh, Matthew Smith, Stephen Smoker, Baileigh Strong, 
Alex Thompson-Westfal, Branden VanZile, Ashley Wesseling and Takia Willis.

Kalamazoo Valley Community College
CAMPUS BAND 
The music for this afternoon’s commencement ceremony is provided 
by the Kalamazoo Valley Community College Campus Band. The band is 
directed by Mr. Chris Garrett. 

Building emergencies will be indicated by the flashing of exit lights and 
sounding of chimes within the seating area. In an emergency, walk, 
do not run, to the nearest exit.



ACADEMIC REGALIA
The wearing of academic regalia is an ancient and 
impressive custom. The use of the cap and gown comes 
from costumes used in the 14th and 15th centuries, 
particularly at Cambridge and Oxford in England. The 
English love of tradition and pageantry created the 
distinctive academic dresses which have been maintained 
in English universities for centuries and which have been 
used in the United States since colonial times.

The caps are known as “mortar boards,” and some believe 
the name was derived from the master workman’s mortar 
board. The tassel, which was added in the 18th century, is 
worn over the left front quadrant of the cap.

The major distinguishing characteristics of the gowns 
are the sleeves, styled in the following fashion: associate 
and bachelors, long pointed; master, oblong; doctor, bell-
shaped. The doctor’s gown has a velvet collar and three 
bars on the sleeves.

Masters and doctors wear hoods which vary in size and 
shape and indicate the several degrees. Hoods are lined 
with the official colors of the university from which the 
degree is granted while the color of the velvet edging 
denotes the field of learning.

The distinctive gold cords worn by some graduates 
represent participation in the Kalamazoo Valley Community 
College Honors Program. Students wearing gold tassels and 
stoles are members of the Kalamazoo Valley Community 
College Alpha Rho Nu Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa National 
Honor Society; medallions represent officers.

The distinctive white cords are worn by students who are 
graduating with honors.

The red, white and blue veteran cords designate those 
individuals who have served, or who are currently serving, 
in one of the five branches of the United States Armed 
Forces: Army, Marines, Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard, 
including the Armed Forces Guard and Reserve Members.

The use of academic regalia is a custom which lends both 
color and dignity to the graduation ceremony.

COLLEGE SEAL
The symbols as a part of the Kalamazoo Valley Community 
College seal represent the college as a shining tower of 
light illuminating the path forward through the pursuit 
of technical and academic education.  The year 1966 
represents the establishment of the college by area voters 

on August 1, 1966.  The tower represents the 85-foot-
tall light tower erected in 1970.  The seal symbolizes the 
critical role the college plays in replacing the darkness of 
fear and ignorance with the light of truth, learning and 
understanding.



Texas Township Campus

ABOUT 
KALAMAZOO VALLEY 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
Kalamazoo Valley Community 
College was established in 1966 
by the overwhelming approval 
of voters in nine local school 
districts. It is a comprehensive, 
fully accredited, public, two-year 
college with enrollment of nearly 
9,000 students. 

Currently, the college has four 
campuses: Texas Township, 
Arcadia Commons, Groves and 
Bronson Healthy Living.

Designed by Alden B. Dow, a 
student of Frank Lloyd Wright, 
the Texas Township Campus is 
located near the I-94 and U.S. 
131 interchange on 185 acres 
of rolling woodland west of 
Kalamazoo. Expanded several 
times over the last 50 years, the 
430,000-square-foot complex 
features modern classrooms, 
comprehensive library and 
computer labs, two gymnasiums, 
ball fields, tennis courts, a 
running track, two auditoriums, 
food services, free parking in 
expansive lots and fully equipped 
labs for science, industrial and 
manufacturing technologies. 

Located in downtown Kalamazoo, 
the Arcadia Commons Campus 
includes Anna Whitten Hall (built 
in 1994), the Kalamazoo Valley 
Museum and the Center for New 
Media. The campus serves as a 
hub for a community, business 
and education partnership that 

renovated and revitalized a 
significant portion of the historic 
downtown area. 

Creating an educated workforce 
skilled to meet the demands of a 
changing economy is the focus at 
the Groves Center on Kalamazoo 
Valley Community College’s third 
campus. Originally opened in 
2001 as one of 18 M-TEC facilities 
across the state, the campus was 
financed by a $5 million grant 
from the Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation, plus 
$6 million in matching funds 
provided by area companies  
and foundations. 

The Groves also offers customized 
workforce development 
training for area employers. The 
college works closely with area 
businesses to ensure that services 
align with the employment 
needs of the region. Business 
and community leaders turn to 
the college for state-of-the-art 
education and training. 

In cooperation with Bronson 
Healthcare and Kalamazoo 
Community Mental Health 
and Substance Abuse Services, 
Kalamazoo Valley developed the 
Bronson Healthy Living Campus 
in downtown Kalamazoo in 2014.  
It is located on 13.3 acres of land 
donated by Bronson Healthcare 
where Kalamazoo Valley has 
expanded its curriculum to 

include brewing and training in 
culinary arts, sustainable food 
production and safety.

Many student services and 
programs are available on all of 
the college’s campuses including  
a thriving Honors Program, 
comprehensive learning, tutoring 
and testing centers that offer 
one-on-one assistance and the 
International Studies Program 
that includes more than 130 
courses emphasizing the global 
aspects of everything from 
accounting to wellness.

In collaboration with K-12 
partners and the KalamazooRESA, 
the college provides Early College 
programming for hundreds of 
area students. With its four-year 
university partners, students can 
complete a bachelor’s degree in 
the college’s University Center.

Kalamazoo Valley offers certificate 
programs in more than 20 areas 
of study and associate degrees in 
25 others. In addition to associate 
degree and certificate programs 
in business, health care, human 
and public service, technical 
occupations and industry, 
the college also provides a 
quality experience for students 
preparing to transfer to four-year 
institutions following graduation.



Anna Whitten Hall

Marilyn J. Schlack
Culinary and Allied Health

Groves Center

Food Innovation Center

Center for New Media Kalamazoo Valley Museum

Texas Township

TEXAS TOWNSHIP CAMPUS

GROVES CAMPUS

BRONSON HEALTHY LIVING CAMPUS

ARCADIA COMMONS CAMPUS



Texas Township Campus
6767 West O Avenue  
PO Box 4070
Kalamazoo, MI 49003-4070
269.488.4400

Arcadia Commons Campus
202 North Rose Street  
PO Box 4070
Kalamazoo, MI 49003-4070
269.373.7800

www.kvcc.edu

Groves Campus
7107 Elm Valley Drive
PO Box 4070
Kalamazoo, MI 49003-4070
269.353.1253

Bronson Healthy  
Living Campus
PO Box 4070
Kalamazoo, MI 49003-4070
269.548.3200


