
The U.S. F-1 visa consulate interview is one of the most 
crucial steps in obtaining your student visa. The purpose 
of this interview is to determine whether you genuinely 
intend to study in the U.S. and otherwise meet the 
qualifications for a student visa. The interview is typically 
short (around two to five minutes) but highly significant, as 
visa officers make decisions quickly based on your answers, 
body language and supporting documents.

WHAT HAPPENS DURING THE VISA INTERVIEW?
ARRIVAL & SECURITY CHECKS
• Arrive at the U.S. embassy or consulate at least 60 

minutes before your appointment.
• Go through strict security checks—mobile phones bags 

and other electronics are usually not allowed inside. 

SUBMITTING DOCUMENTS AT THE COUNTER
You will be asked to submit mandatory documents before 
the interview, including:
• Passport

 » Form I-20 (issued by your U.S. college or university)
 » DS-160 Confirmation Page
 » SEVIS Fee Receipt
 » Visa Application Fee Receipt
 » Financial Documents  

(bank statements, sponsor letter, etc.)
 » Academic Transcripts & Test Scores 

◊ Make sure you provide everything you can to support 
your case to the visa officer. Keep in mind that the visa 
officer is, in part, looking for you to demonstrate strong 
ties to your country. 

THE INTERVIEW WITH THE VISA OFFICER
The visa officer will ask a few key questions to determine:
1. Your study plans—why you chose the U.S. and your 

specific college or university. Make sure you have a valid 
response prepared ahead of time. 

2. Your financial situation—who is funding your education 
and whether you have enough funds. Be sure you are 
able to articulate your understanding of the financial 
obligations to study and live in the U.S. 

3. Your future plans—whether you intend to return to 
your home country after completing your studies. This 
is where you demonstrate your ties with your country, 
telling them about your strong relations. For example, 
you may have a family business that you plan to run 
upon your return. 

The interview is usually conducted in English, and officers 
expect you to answer clearly and confidently.

COMMON VISA INTERVIEW QUESTIONS
1. Why did you choose this university?
 Show that you researched the school and its programs.  
 Mention specific professors, courses or facilities that  
 attracted you.

2. What program will you be studying and why?
 Explain your field of study and how it aligns with your  
 future career plans, including how the skills you will  
 obtain will be useful in your home country.

3. Who is financing your education?
 Be prepared to provide proof of financial support,  
 whether from family, scholarships or loans.

4. Do you have relatives in the U.S.?
 Answer honestly. If you have close family members,  
 mention them, but emphasize your intent to  
 return home.

5. What are your plans after graduation?
 Officers want to see strong ties to your home country— 
 mention job prospects, family business, or career goals  
 in your country.

FINAL THOUGHTS
The consulate interview is not just about documents—it’s 
about how well you present yourself. Be confident, well-
prepared and honest. If you demonstrate a clear study plan, 
financial stability and a commitment to returning home, 
you increase your chances of approval.
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